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T SEGALASPECTS

OF THE

. " All sorts of new-fangled theories are developing through~ =
out the revolutionary movement to "explain" the differences between -

the present Vorld Var and the last wary- While the ‘dirferences are
] pronounced, they nevertheless must be understood yithin the frame-~

WO{I:E of the fundamental characteristics of imperialism, decay capi~

S _ Imperialist wars are the product of decay capitalism, The -
epoch of imperialism represents the highest stage of capitalist de~
velopment, but at the same time it also represents the final stage . .
of decay, the begimming of the end, All the contradictions inherent
in the capitalist mode of production, and particularly the fundamen=-
tal contradiction between socialized roduction and private appro-
priation of the product, reach their ighest expression in the impers -
ialist epoch, In previous periods capitalism could develop despite -
these contradictions, Today development is completely throttled by .°
‘the internal contradictions, and the ruthless competition for profits
leads backwards, not forwards, : : S : :

" One special characteristic of this period is the unstable
economic equilibrium on a world scale, The need for greater markets -

" | nas intensified the antagonism between national boundaries and the ™ .-

productive forces, It is clear that the first world imperialist war, -
] caused by the struggle between imperialist powers for the division .
“of the world, left a hopelessly unstable economic equilibrium as its -
fruit, Not one year has passed since then without wars and revoelu~ -
tionary struggles in different partis of the earth, None of these
armed stmiggles achieved the complete disruption of world economg,
because the vevolutionary struggles foutside of the Soviet Unionm) -
] éid not succeed in-the triumph of the social force of the working

classsy this in turn enabled the imperialist powers to temporarily
settle differences within the framework of general world "peace', -

' But the new imperialist vorld war, like the first, in=-
volves the decisive factors of world e‘conomyi; it springs from the
-~ |host: fundamental characteristics of the capl talist mode of produce.
{tioni Economic equilibrium is disrupted because this world war:is. .’
| the rumming: surface -sors, symptomatic of an economic system in.. .-
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‘hopeless decline and decay, The capitalist mode of production is
~ ‘the germ; imperialist war is the fever produced, o

. v A number of special characteristics of this world war, not
present in 1914, require special analysis, If ve igrore these fea-

~ tures, we may draw the wrong conclusions from our understanding of

.. the preceding remarks,: " e = C -

o The most outstanding feature is the existence of the Soviet
Unlon, a new type of economy on one cixth of the world's surface.

" The mere existence of a new sbcial system,.regardless of the nresent

~ status, is a facotr that makes the strategy and tactics of the new
“imperialist war entirely different from those of 1914,

1~ THE SOVIST UMION IN THE IMPERIALIST COIFLICT

_ S - It was bound to be merely a metter of time until the Soviet
Union became involved in the imperialist wvar, TIrom -the very first
days of the USSR, Marxists clearly 'sew that unless the Octoter Revo-

~Jution were extended before the outbreak of the new war, the war -
would inevitably include intervention, against the Soviet Union as one
of its phases, If the war d4id nct start as an attack on the Soviet

‘Union, then the Soviet Union would be dragged in because the iron
ring of capitalist encirclement draws tighter instead of relaxing,
once. the imperialist war has broken out. To those who stend for the
" defense of the workers state, despite and agalnst Stalinism and the
. warpdng of the property relations it has brought about, the main:

" strategical problem has always been: how to obtain the most favora~

ble variant against all imperialist powers against both sides in
- the imperialist struggle, Stalinlsm, on tﬂe contrary, subordinates

iteelf to one group of imperialists against the other group..

- nism long ago repudiated INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTIOW,

. The
change from the support of the Peoples Frout to support of Hitler is

& change in form and degree only,

Lo The Polich invasion was a spark that might have started the
“conflagration of. imperialist military intervention ageinst the So-
“vietsy bu t the rapid development of events chifted the scens o

. Finland, - With the Stalinist invasion of Finland, Soviet entry. into
~the imperialist war became a MILITARY FACT, The progress of the war -
will imvolve the USSR to an increasing extent. ' ' :

From this flows another peculiarity of the war: Vhat started

as.an imperialist war has becomé an imperialist war WOTH ELZMELYE OF
REVOLUTIONARY WAR IITVOLVED, B ' ' o L

How would the situation differ if a gemuine Communizt Party

rere.leading . the Soviet Union, rather than Stelinism? The USSR

ould ‘inevitably be forced into the imperialist war, irrespective of

-
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‘feuinst another; it would

the workers, ' A
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the leadership --- Lenin repeatedly pointed out this inevitability.
The difference would consist in HOW and FOR "HAT CLASS the Soviets - -
would function in the war, The independent action of the working
class for the achievement of its ovm aims --- the spread of the
ctober throughcdut the world --- this would be the method and the
pim of a revolutionary leadership. Participation in the war would
0T be on the basis of the support of one group of imperialists a-
NOT be on the basis of a mere military in-
wsion oFf Poland and Finland, These are suicidal steps and crimes
against the interests of the working classy they are carried out by

42 desperate burocracy, chained to the service of. the imperialist’

camp, which sees its ovm caste interest threatened by the constrict~ -
ing ring of the imperialist war, A revolutionary leacdership would
have aroused the masses in Poland and Finland to throw off their -
imperialist yoke; the use of the Red Army would have been supplemen-
tary, instead of the primary tactic. A revolutionary leadership
would be vorking for the overthrow of the German capitelist.class :
by the Germén workers, instead of aiding the Mazis in suppression of -
! ‘ revolutionary leadership would teach the workers on
both sides REVOLUTIOWARY DEZFTATISH, instead of importing German: tech-
nical experts for better co-ordination of Soviet aid to Germany.

Stali~

;'tralsi

: _ Nevertheless, even the existent flegative variants involve -
a multitude of complicating factors that are completely ignored both-
by the Stalinists snd by the"ultra-lefts' who c for the defeat of -
the USSR. (see the February, 194C issue of INTERNATIONAL NEWS) . =

- 2~ THE UNITED_STATES, THS LEADING Ti: ERIALIST.POWER

) Tn 1514 the United States was only a second~rate imperialist ..
power; but the four years of
opments changed condfiitions:
ful nation in the worldi ,
the ensuing repid exhaustion of the other important imperialist po-
wers while the leading power avoids military participation. for the,
time being, is of key importance. Every move made by the powers at .
war, every maneuver for position in dictating "peace" terms, revolves.
around the axis of the war aims of the United States,--~ war aims at -
the moment being achieved without armed- conflieg (complete exclusion -
of the Germams ahd British from the Latin American market, weakening
of Pritis h power in Asia, etc). On the other hand, the war will not.
reach its high tempoy wili\not expand to embrace the vhole world 4i~
rectly, until the United Stateés does enter the armed arena. The -
varring powers do not want to exhaust themselves until ALL the neu- .

= especially the United States, are involved in the military -
conflict, - T : , e o

the United States became. the most power-

theé war and the terrific post-war devel~

The outbreak of the new imperialist war, S



. " Sa,ry.
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| 3~ TUE NZJ STRATEGY OF THIS VAR

v : One special feature of this new imperialist war is the ex-
1stence of three "separate', yet co-ordinated, military conflicts:

" the Japanese "pacification” of Chine, in reality a struggle ageinst.

_pival powers for domination of Aslaj the. German-~Anglo-French con-

flict raging on land, sea and in the. air; and the Soviet~Finnish war,

in which the world imperialist povers 2id Finland with money, sub-

- plies and volunteers, Only Italy and the United States are not yet

openly involved in the armed struggle, An inevitable early stage in

the development of the world war 111l be the merging of-these three

phases into THZE vworld war, ' ‘

S The réplacemefit of large nurbers.of men by machinery in
industry has made inevitable the increased use of machines in place
of man power in yar tactics, This develonment alters the vthole
“strategy of the war.,™ The use of tanks,'airplanes,_smell mechanized
units, the increased emphasis on artillery, machine gurs, automatic
- pifles --- all serving as advance scouts for the forverd thrust of
the massed man-pover in the near. futire --- these represent narked
changes in method., 1In addition, the great cefense lines, the llagi-
not, Siegfried and Mannerheim barriers, 211 held with machinery, make
the full economic mobilization of the nation7forbwar'absolutelyvneces-i“
. This, in the last analysis, ig the real meaning of the "total"
" war the bourgeoisie have .been ﬁhreatening.,“Ultimately this new.im-
- perialist blood-hath will grow far vorsgeé then the. war of 1914, de-
- .spite the - fact.that the tempo on the western front has not yet, de-

" yeloped. I , ‘ : , o L .

‘df the
another
of vieak-

. _ A further strateglc aspect rests on consideration
weak links in world econoiy. The emphasgis) placed on oné or
sphere of conflict will depend very largely on these noinis
ness, vh ich are analyzed helow,. ' ' : ' '

4~ CAPTTALIST AGENTS IN TUE RANKS OF THZ “ORKERS
The second

v , world war has at ite disvosal all. the verieties
of social-patriotls

‘o exhibited in 1914y but it has an additional variety
4+he Stal inists, These are the most dangerous agents of imperialisn
~-in the workers' ranks because their social bdse is not the structure

" of bourgeobis democracy, but the property relations establiched by the
Russian October,“whose-characteriStics they have distorted to the ¥
eracking point, In 1914. the Social-Democrats took ‘active part on both
sides of the immerialist war, Today, precisely because bourgeols de~ |
mocracy is their social base, all the Social-Democrats supoort the
Anglo-French and American imperialists. .F scism as the form of the
capitalist state has replaced bourgeols democracy in Germanyj hence

the German Social-Democrats support the Anglo-French in the hope of

!
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;restéringjcapitalist democracyvbyfdefeatihg'ﬂitlér.
} snarchists take.this position too. ‘ ' T

éimperialiSm in the slaughter,
i pacts,

d economy to break at its
dialists at war, France constitutes one of the
Hmoment.,
Jwary 1t was
4in the same manner that
H cursory view might give
Hput Germeny is not hampered by a
il she does mot have to fight Italy and Russia,.as in the last waT.. E
%Instead»these.two,countries are her 1ife-1ine  to supplies for contin-
Huing the war, ' to her knees and thus,
Hpbe transformed E

D i o G e LR

stands on the brink of capitalist restoration in
qist war. - L -
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Vany of the

The Stalinists, in turn, are tied to the tail of German

i : ‘ in consequence of the Iiitler~-Stalin -
This division of labor within the carp of the boss agents
in our ranks, has sown even'greater'confusion.than‘in 1914, '

& THE YEAK LINKS OF YORLD ZCONOMY

It is axiomatic that we must look for the chain of world
weakest link, Within the camp of the imper-
veakest links at this .
. "historically retarded” by the ©
driven below the surface, and it continues boiling there
it did in Russia between 1912 and 1917, A
the impression‘that=Germany-is far weaker,

cumbersome feudal Austria-Hungarys

_There +the revolution was not

Even if Germany should be forced
into the first weak link to_snap,
nd the pressure, In any case the French
a very important revoluticnary war,

TFrance could not 5
workers are destined
to - play ST L

: A second weak link, that of an economy subordinated to =
world economy despite its superior plan of organized social produc~
tion, is the  Soviet Union. Because of Stalinism, the Soviet Union. -
this ‘world imperial=-
. o S L _y
The third aspect to be considered is the colonial empires

in Asia and other parts of the world. In the first imperialist war

it took years for the colonial struggles to come into the crbit of
decay capitalism,-on the heels of the proletarian revolution. Todayy -
at the very outbreak of the war, the unrest-in the colonies has. accu-' .
ulated explosive force, China is already at the breaking pointy -
Tndia is in the preliminary stages of the national revolution; and
other colonies are rapidly moving in this direction, The danzar of

8cvoiution in the colonies and at home today ig far more arerounced o

than in 1914.-

G- WHAT ARE THE DECISIVE UNDZRLYINMG TACTORS? .

In our introductory remarks we pointed-to‘the'general fea-
ures of imperialist war, omitting, for the moment, the problem .of
olass relationships. We now return to this question. Tven war- econo~
my has been unable to absorb the millions. of unemployed, In some i
sountries the resultant economic dislocation of war has even increased
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~the number of permenentlj upemnloyed.- In such an- epoch of Ou°l€DS
- economic- decay, in this period of destruction, all trlk of a United
. States of Eurone baced on the capitalist mode of produciion, is nure
hppocrisy or, at best, emptj dish—le‘ilment. It is only a cetci~
phrase (11Pe the League of Mations) empioyed by the immerialidis as
he-ﬂxﬂcnosv“

& cloak For theﬂr VOhe of dominating Zurope e“ter

_ The dec sive factor 6etewm1n*ng the entire che”aCUer of the-

o imnerlall t war and every move macde by the imperiislists 1s_‘e r of the
: work;ng class, fear of the prol ta“len “evolatlon. It is not the face

“of the revolu%lon, but the shadow it casts in sdvance, which makes

- them hesitate and temporize,

S Iution will iripe capitaliem from the face of the earth end replace it'
~with a eociallzec €Cconony,. Jlth forkers' _control of productipn for use,

7w UHE ECOHOHY OF-SCARCITY‘

.

~ ' . From an econonilc 301nt of view there a“e other differences
today from the early vperiod of the firsi world war., Twenty-one years
of capitalist "reOWhenlzatlon” has resulted in, greeter or legser -
~ "organized economies" in every capitalist couﬁthles, economies that
a'Vare "planned" to create scarciity, rather than to increase csnsumers |
- products, - The great mass of accumvlcted cenital and means of produc~

~ The further dislocation of
economy durlng the rar, by emvha 5121ﬁg 9till mere non-wroductive {de-
structive) war prodaCulon, .and the great rationalization that the war
will inevitably bring about.in 1ndustvy in order to meet viar neces=- -
gities as speedily as Dossible are 1aflng the basis for furtler and
greater capltallot crisis and toward revolutionary: upheavals,

fDecember 28,f1939

Tor they know that. the proietarien revo- .’

-t
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RE\/OLUTI(
- DEFEATISM &

The. R“\/I\lONlSTS

Slnce the owtbreak of the second imperialist world war,
the question of defeatism or defensism becomes the'bUrnlng issue of
the hour, The Leninist position of revolutlonary defeatism is again
posed for concrete action in the viarring immerielist nations, and
hence assumes prime importance as a theoretical question for deter-
nining the revolutloﬁary llarxist line of march on a world scale,
loreover, it is organically linked up with the so-called Russian
question, with the Soviet~Polish, and,now, the Soviet-Finnish wars.

| {\\l %—\ RY

o As in 1914-1917 the imperialist war gave the aicd:test to .
the labor movement and exposed to the hilt the opportunists vho na=
raded as llarxistsy Jjust as then the imperialist war pre01n1tated 8.

ddeep crisis in the working class organlzatlons -== 50 TNoVw, this new

imperialist VAT following on the heels of tge/Spanlsh defeat, has
shoved the Stalinists, Socialists and the Trotskyites still deeper
into the mire where they flounder in terrific internsl strife and
crisis, In addition, the war has already delivered heavy body blows
sgainst the -small sects on a world scale, all of whom have previously
left the path of Marxism ~--- blows thch will bury them still deeper

in sectarian isolation as their nrogrammatlc p051t10ns w111_fbfther
'%part from Marxism,

In 1014 only the Bolshevik Party of Russia, with its scat—
tered contacts in Rurope, was eble to weather. the storm, Today only .
the INTERNATIONAL COWTACL COMMISSION maintains its Marxist line intact -

and consolidates its cadres to ca“ry the 11ne of revolutlona“v de‘eat-
L sm 1nto action,

' The INTERNATIONAL COFTACT COMNISSIOV and its afilllated sec=
iohs in Turone and America have already vresented a considerable a~
;munt of basic material on the question of “evoluulonarv defeatism,
ut again, new objective developments, new forms of revisionism by
he centrist organizetions, necessitate a reiteration of the Leninist
osition, We therefore nresent this material, using as our starting
oint the position on revolutlonary defeatlsm as presented by Max
chachtman and others (the Minority) in the 8001allst Yorkers Party ‘
.S. Trotskyites) internmal fight. We take this form of nresentation 5
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.- because we believe that the stupid and utterly false -cot ot eloaks

, 't the stur a tte alse -concent 8
in the phrase "rgyolut;qnary defEatism"'will<Znable us to %grgigggig
light on the Lenin position in contrast to the variety of centriet
positiong,. of which Schachtman's, as well as Trotsky's (from vhich
the former flows) is an 'excellent! example, R

] A _ RS
The . SWP Minority has issued an internal docune i 3
] ] ity . cunient titled
What Is At Issue in the Dispute on the Russian RQuestion? In this
lgpcument they hgve devoted a whole chapter to the question of
Forms of Defensism and Forms of Defeatism®, A greater amount of -

confusion on the question of revoluti 3 ti ;
on - lutionary defeatism could not
- presented in such few words, - 4 ’ e uid not be

TTORMS! OF DIT-ATISM
. _ To cover up their false nositi o
xE Minority Trotskyites have develone@oznuégﬁigg éc
: Eevg%utlonary defeatism, of vhich they vpresent a

MFORSM,  The first example they deal with is the Dusso-Jepanese
Wgr of 19C4, They point out that the 1Bolaheviics Zp;ﬂ ﬁnﬁ;&;agﬂhe-
y;ks)-adopted.the pogition of revolutionary ﬁe?é;+i::”'mu-i ht h
in the first sentence our friends meke ﬁheirﬂfiﬂgg.é;rér.m.

nland, ete., the
herma on "forms" of .
number of such

~

They fail

N o - e K. . - [ . T o~ T . o0, . .
to see a distinction betireern the Dolsghevik position of defestisn and- -

he lien: ik noesiti : feati - ' : ‘
ot l_epshev;k position of defeatism, (/e are mot epesking of indivi-
‘duals vh o found their wey to Varxism, tut the orcenization as such.)
‘The theoretical disputes on the 1805 ﬁa snd the actual At

. that lead un to October (zs well aos the —=revicus 1203 srplit issues)
clearly revealed that there -rere to aiTrerent concents, o g1 frere
ent lines of march betreen the 2nlchevils and Feneheviks on t:e-;"és—
tion of "defsatiem, The differeht'lineS'6i*m5réﬁfowﬂ;gFééf4zm -
flowed ﬁrom»ﬁhe different lines of march on the roeﬂitb ngg;:'
Mensheviks vere satisfied vith the bourgeois—ﬂemocf;4f ;é§:i:¢4o
and the estiblishment of a '"democreatic! capitaliat ;%;fe:'b:4uﬁﬁe
~ Bolsheviks demanded the rule of the “orkers supnorted Ly the mea-
~sants th rough the Soviets (the destruction 6PL%he'cm5;%m“:Vt:cia+e)
and the revolution in nermanence over to the %roieﬁagl— Cravolutio
- (This whole concent of the road to power wes later conerstized in
- the Russian Revolutions by Lenin.) = T erERaERe oo

the

v What 1905 revealed (vhich the linority does not see), 1917
~confirmed (which neither the Hinority nor the Mejority understands )
.In 1917 the Menshevik .concept of defeatism =-- chamnge of f;eug5§é%;—'
:me?t“u~~.flowlgg from thelr concent of the road t6“50wé; 'ghoﬁéd é‘ "
non-iarxian understanding of imperialisnm and the im@eriaiié% Gér and
‘%iggzd_the liengheviks -and Dolsheviks on Gifferent sides of the barri-
: . | = kel . .

avolution =2nd Lthe zactuel eventis

rian ravolution.

INTERNATIONAL WEWS

- _ _ PAGE ©
WOODRO'/ WILSON FOR YDEFTZATISMM" 277 o

This confusion deepens with the presentation by the Trotsky
finority of still another "form of cefeatism',  Schachtman says: -
"There is amother form of. defeztlism vhich is essentially military,
vhen Woodrow Wilson's agents during the 1ast vorld war sought to fi-
nance the German Spartacists, it vias not that Wilson favored a prole-

tarian revolution in Germany, but simply because he was for the mili-

tary defeat of an imperialist rival®, In the first place to speak of
g defeatism that is "essentlally military" is to imply that there is
g defeatism which is essentially non-military, But in the Marxian
concept and position on.revolutionary defeatism there can be no exe-
oution of the line of revolutionary defeatism that does not bring a-
pout military reversals, that does not bring about military defeatls
of the exploiters of 'our fatherlandt,. HOW to bring these. about &s

o different question.vhich we will deal with later,

gion whereby two opposing lines of march of two opposing tlasses are
termed different “"forms" of the same thing ---"defegtismi. It is
obvious to the blird that the imperialists in a war fight for the
defeat of the enemy imperialistsy and sometimes trv to use the tactic:
of giving material support to the "leftt in their enemy's country,

Put such aimg of the imperialists and such tactics used by theém, have
nothing in common with the Lenin position, the CONTENT of revolution=-
ary defeatisme, To confuse the imperialist aim of defeating ite enemy:
imperialist with the proletarian aim of defeatism (of "its own't bour=- .
geoisie) is the same non-tarxian eclecticism as to. confuse the  defense
of workers democratic rigkls vith the defense of bourgeois democracyj
‘or o coaiuse workers democracy under the dictatorship of the proleta=
riat with bourgeois "democracy" under the dictatorshin of the bour-.
geoiaie, - AR : o ' : : _ '

. But the main'pcint {nvolved here is the”muddle-headéd'confhb E

The only permissable sense in vhich we could say that Wood=.

row Wilson was for "defeatism" would be IF he had been. for the revolu-

tionary defeat of American imperialism as a step towerd proleterian .
revolution, To use the term in any other-way is to sow the werst
ki1 of ¢ onfusion on.the CLASS MIAIING AND CONTZNT of revolutionary
dafeatism, to destroy the. scientific precigion of Marxian terminology
by using the ‘same" vord to describe two diametrically opposed class
gimse Th is is an old trick of centrists to destroy the COHTENT of .
a Marxian position by reducing its FORM and (word) label to eclectic
generalizations: i.e,, “"democracy in gemeral’ a le Kautsky, "defeats
ism in general® a la Trotskyism. S ' .

VILITARY VS. REVOLUTIONARY DEFEATISH 777 | o
- The Trotskyites.continue feeiing-off'"fbrms of defeatism® ..
and state: "There is still a third form ofvdefeatism, which is at =

©

'
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once military and revolutionery," Again ve have this sepiyaplon‘qf“
'military'and,revolutionary.'-But'frgm the Marx1an,pgipt-0; v1iw,*3e
repeat, revolutionary defestism, which is the only KiliD of de;egu+sm
.we are for, has its military, political, @ndvothez.51desa but ﬁhey
are aspects of one question, These centrists continue: In a;wqr;b?~
~ tween China and Jzpan, we are for the unconditional defense. of China, -
If the defeat of Japan can be accompliched py.revolunlogfary-pol&ﬁl—
- cal means employed by the Japanese nroletariat (revolut}gyaryvdelegt—
~iem), so0 much the better, But even if this is not possibie at a gi-
ven time, the defeat of Japan accomplished by military means g%%gg
(nilitary defeatism) would signify the accomplishment of his c ass

- _ These last two sentences plurmb the depths of ignorance re=
. garding t he Lenin position of revolutionary defeatinm, _ R
As we have stated time and again in opposition to the Trot~
_ their concent of revolutionary defeatism is that the ?evolu—
~tlonists defeat their imperizlicts. Here Schachtman'presentg;ﬁhls
Falee position in all its nakedness, But this is ngp revolublo?ary
. defeatism , This is 2 centrist jumble of words that have no relation
1o the material conditions and relatiorship of forces in gg.lﬂoerla;T
‘Ist war, . T B . A _

i ~ For the.defeat of thr i
ign, the revolutioniste in ¢ ' -
. %gzgaé%néheir ovm exploiters, threough revolutiona?y neans o i?e,ua-
~ panese revolutioniets will be able to overthrow the Jebanese imper-
ialists t hrough mass vorking class action gg;x Ly voriing LQ?. ‘
- military defeats To mechanically divide thies question into wo sep-
:.arate ones, to speak of the revolutionists thrguggAyﬁvg%u:%gqggy P
defeatiam E?) defeating their emploiters WITHQUT UORLIVE TR TILITAY
" DETFZATS in the cempaign being conducted, is the worst uin

spanese imperialists in tie Chinese
anan must WORK for the military de-

v of centrism,

o . Revolutionary defeatism is the line of mawrch and tie CON=
 CRETT APPLICATION of the class struggle in the direction of the_ so-
. cial revolution during the period of imperialist war, It is a line
- of march against "OUR OWNM INPRRIALIST SXPLOITERS, Tt 1Evappi;ed,mn.
_an imperialist war by workers on both sides, with equal force, re- .
gardless of the '"democratic" or "reactionary" nature cf e LT?Q?la}-
ist states, In an imperialist attack on a colonial cgpntryJ the com-
“crete applicaiion of the class struggle is the line of march of the
defense of the national revolution, which camnot be sepairated frouw
the struegle for the social revolution, This means'revolgp}onary
defeatism by the workers in the imperislist country; but this most
definitely does NOT mean unconditional deferse ror China, slthcugh it
does hot mean defeatism for China, Here again, vhere tne frotskx;ues
speak of "forms of defeatism® they seriously confuse geveral funda~ |
mental strategical problems under "defeatism". ' In this concrete casey

L]
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 Unconditional Defense of Chi
‘what is the CONTENT of this

‘gainst ALL the imperialists and their apentes,

skyites) up ‘to now,

Which has been alaborated in this document,

through' revolutionary defeatism for

the Trotskyites present a false position on defeatism for J
they have-
for China,

' UNCONDITIONAL DIFTNSE

For the sake of argument we will use. the slogan:®For the
na Against Jdapanese Imperialiem," But
) _ _ slogen?? The Trotskyites give it the
content of SUPPORT OF THE PZOPLAS GOVERNMENT (CHIANG~KAT-SHZK) OF
CHINA, of material aid to the Chinese nationalist government, the.
puppet of imperialism, To thus give support to en agent of 1mper—
ialism (even though not a Japsnese agent) is not the CONTZNT of
unconditional defense (support) of China, . . L

The ﬁﬁconditional defence of China from a MARJIIST siand~“

terests against ALL II'PCRIALISTS AND ACAINST ALL TMPRRIALIST AGENTS,

. But to give material aid to one group of imperialist agents is "con-

ditional" support of the Chinese masses. vhich can only lead to their
defeat and continued oppression by imperialism and its agents, - :

‘To march separately and to strike together with the Chirese

nationalists against Japanese’imperialism,iand to give materiagl aid

to the mnatlonal exploiters are two different policies., To give ma=-
terial aid, as we have -siad many times before, is a FORM of nolitical
aid, is'to subordinate the workers! forces to the imperialist agents,
and negate ‘the line of march of indenendent vorking class action a-

g To give material aid.
means t6 march with, not to march separately, The Trotskylites

should change the Lenin formula to read¢ march with
instead of march separately and strike togéther,

CAINON AND SCHACHTMAN BOTH WRONG
In_ summerizing their position the Minority Trotskyites

state: "The slogan of 'unconditional defensé of the Soviet Union': as

| understood and intervreted by the Fourth Internationdists (read Trot~ .
as still understood and internreted by the Cannon -

grcup; makes 1t impossible for us to adont officially the position
. : Our past =logan must .

b revised, ‘Here is a two-fold error on the

an error which flows, not from the concrete social relations, but

from their ZVALUATION of thesce relations., First, théy attempt to

jreject the "old" position of unconditional defense' (read, material
support to Stalinism) without recognizing that it vas wrong yesterday,_

They see an "error" only today, but their attemnt to correct it. .
* the Soviet Union is an error just
as bad, if not worse, loreover, it should be noted that their rejec-
tion"of their past interpretastion of unconditional defense" is a -
rejection from the EIGH., wihich will lead to further right steps in

PAGT 11 .

_ ‘ ) on._ ' apan, and B
alvays presented a false position of unconditional defense

point cen only mean the defense of fhé Ghinese masseS“and‘their.in;"

ané strike togéfhér -

pert of the linority -~
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}China the Unzted States etc. ‘As stoted above,. we reject FROM.?HE
LEFT the Tro teky posltlon of unconditional oefense, and vie have Bre=-
sented consistently the correct CONTSNT of gnconditlonml derense of
the workers and oppressed masses in any such couniry,
‘erated workers state, a country vhere. there is a struggle betveen
Pascism and the 9001a1 revolution, or & colonlal -country,(march
}separately, strlke together,)

WHAT IS P?OGWTSSIV"?

: e Trotskv1te PC Tlnoritv (whlch proboblj has a magorlty
3in the memggrshlp) now zdvocates deféatism. for the led Army in tbe
“Pinnish campaign. They state: Umhig is the mumbo-jumbo’ to vihich ve
‘have been brought by the slogen of 'unconditlonal. defense' and %t\ls
“ganctified in the eyes of 1ts%au§borslby the fact.that they make

ign of the cross before the formula:
ﬁgiuiaﬁgy, since ALL of the Trotskyites filled ‘the formula o “unc%EE‘
- ditional -defense-with a false content vesterday, it 1s1un~$ siegoe L
“that some of them today swing to the other extreme, mere e 80 de

‘gree turn firom material support to Staliniem to revolutlionary defeat~

' th
am, . In both cases they confuse the role of the Soviet Union wit
%ﬁe.role of Stalinism, they cennot evalua’c° vhat is oroeres81ve end
what is reactlonary. o

» t is, they confuse the oovectlve sl+uatlon (‘ulCh is -
often orogggiclve) Ultﬂ the‘subgec+1ve factor (the labor lziutegznps
of the bourge0151e), the leadership .which is there to Cis ﬁlqcﬁih P
+to stem the tide, which can.only be reuctlonerv. ln the Soﬁn111 .
Ccivil war, - -the Mlnorltf says: "Bourceo¢° democracy was %o%niin gglse.
p"ogre381ve viar against fasciem', This formulaticn is tota y~:o
‘and from it natuwally they -present the Talse’ oo ition Ofﬂ’qber L e
‘aid and support, but vrith’ political criticiem' (I ) to the re“oiézelc
pourgeoisie. Put if one hag the FACIS of hiletory %??ntji cone
"strugcle correctly, then one knows that the order osmone dayr ln' o
Spain was a strug”le between fasciem and the proletarien vevojno Oq%)
that this struggle againet fascism (the geqeral ohgeeolve oonogunii_
‘was -progressive; but . that the Peonles Front azs the d?ﬁ$CIitic o; .
‘geois agent of. the Anglo—F”ench 1mper1911sts could OML E»i % T :kei
~%ionary role, even- though iv was forced by the vonkln%nc a:seco flne

p arms against fascism, Ience, ih this situation, the co L
of merch was the fight on two f‘-"ont.“ e

Srn11ar1v - bourweols democrac; in decey capitalien can~- |
not play a progressive nole, ‘cannot by its very nature plav such. -
This is also true for Stalinism, for the colonial bou"0e01q7% “?xsl
well as for such:labor fekirs as: Lewis and such --- for ALL AG s,

OF THZ INPTRIALISTS, no.matter Iherelthej are, no. matter under -sLa
’ r onceel their treachery.
e e on Spein 1 der fhat it would be correct, the Hinority
"Tn the PROGRASDIV“ strugglé of. the WOIK.
b (Peonles - Front

LeacTromaty motz. |
Qfirst kiss the agents of the imperialists (Peoples Front, Stellnlsm,
colonial exploiters,- the Labor Party,

be it & degens .

tRussia is a workers statet®

fitional defense of the Soviet Union" (read

k-
'.ad to - the Peoples Iront. o
fn. an Internal Bulletin of December, 1939, that under certaln circum-

Pefeat, of the Soviet Union,

Jes declared, the INTERNATIONAL CONTACT COITiISSION stated that once
e war beclns no matter how it starts, no matter what its form,

f the Soviet Union under Strlinism,

To redraft the.above qpof"'
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Yith such confusion, no wonder the ”rots&vztes

Lewis-and Co,, -etc,) and when -
they get their fingers burned, ss they now have on the Russian quesw -

tion since the outbreak. of the var, they swing to the: oopos1te equally*

false positioh ~- fbr the defeat of vhat is RJALEY prog”es51ve, the-
torkers State, )

THE sova UNION .,

: And Schachtman and Co. definitely show that they have 1earned
othlng, t hat they still confuse what is _progressivey. that thej w111
epeat yesterday's errors when the time ripens,

Let us again quote hlm. "...1f the charcter of the war -
eally changes . (1) into & war of imperialist attack upon the Soviet

nion, we shall take a clear cut position of defensism =--.10t the - .
hamefaced defensism of the Cannonites in the present war, but uncon~ -
subordlnatlon to Stali~
ism), In other words, they want revolutlonary defeatism for the Red -

irmy -in. Finland because they don't understand the nature of the Fin-

iish wars but tomorrow, if the imperialists OPENLY- invade the Soviet
|1on2 then Schachtman will revert right back to the "o6ld position",

'gaod soldier", give material support to Stallnlsm, Just as thqy

For they still believe, as Trotsky stated

tances, Stallnism can play 2 progressive rolel

‘Let us go. into detail on the question of the defense or the
Long before the second imperialist war.

poner or 1ater, and long before the war is in full swing, the Soviet
ion will be drawn into the conflict, - This was based upon an analy=
is of world economy and the relation of .the capitalist sector to the -
cgenerating Transition Economy of the warped workers state. "We o
pinted out that .the iron ring of capitalism was tighténing around thej
oviet Union, We further pointed out that vith.the warped character =
vhich we characterized as an a-

ent, of the imperialists, the USSR! s participation in the war would -
Lso take on warped forms, In other words it would take on the Torm .
f an ally and a tail to one 1mperialist group against the other, :

- “The developments of its further degeneratlon 2nd the defeat

Spain caused it to take Its WORST form, the Hltler-Stalln pact
d ﬁhe inva31ons that fbllowed.
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_ - Most of the Trotskyites agreed, at least in words, with our
snalysisy in fact, they could not understand vhere a difference ex~
isted., But now we see that they did not understand this analysis,
-mach less the startegical line of defense which flows irom i1t, The
gharp faction fight in their panks may possibly enable some of them
40 find their way to Marxism. ; ' o _ -

: ... If the sbove analysis is correct (and no one-is disputing
i1t) then it is a secondary'question'(although of an important strate-
‘gical nature) to decide 1f the soviet Union {under Marxist leadership)

‘should wait until it is attacked by the imperialists, or that it de-

“fend itsel f by taling. the offensive, ‘e think,‘depending on the

‘given situation, that the best defense is offense. ' : .

But this has absolutely nothing in common with the Stalinpist
The actions of Stalinism which 1t terms an offensive, we
. dec: , ds that weaken rather then strengthen the. DLIENSL
~OF THE SOV IET UNION, The dispute with Stalinism, however, cznnot
e settled on this level, As important as this is, the real icssue is
“of much greater theoretical and political import -=-- the basic prin-
¢ipled questions of Marxism on the question of world revolution Vs. '
the theory of socialism in one country and the social patriotic.and
téiléendism-to—imperialism—deeds vhich flow from the Stalinist posi-
tion. S ' R . :

: .  The Minority states that the goviet Union is vaging a -
Yreactionary war even ageinst a capitallst country't. This is .almost
1ike weeping for 'poor iittle Finlané" They thirk Stalin. attacked
Finland solely for the aggrandizemsnt of the burocracy, They fail
‘gbysmally to understand that the Soviet Union ie fighting the imper-
4alists in Finland, and that Finland 1s the FIRST pattleground of the
‘imperialists against the Soviet Union, Tomorrow 1f the imperislist ™
~army drives the Soviets out of TFinland and” fight on Soviet soil, ‘the .
‘character of the war will FOT heve changed, The only chagneé wiil e
in the military aspects of the SAMS TThn. Under these circumstances,
when only The miiitary form of the var changes, only muddle-heads &
can argue for o-change from defeatism 1o defensism (or vice versa).

The sbove amply indicates this swamp of confusion, Bchachis.
who was yesterday for material aid.to Staliniem, -today & ier
and tomorrow will apain be for maerial. aid

for material aid to

man,
revolutionary defeatism, ;
to Stalinismi " (Cannon remeins toonsistently”
Stalinism,)
the Lenin position of revolutionery defeatism.

. DIFRATISH IN AW TMPTRIALIST WAR Y

 Zo show that they do_not only not uncerstand HEE TO APPLY

sevolutionary ﬁefea?i9q,ubu@.that thev do not nnAsrstend WHAT IT 15,

PPN -

A

“at all,

‘defeat tha t:brpught about a revolutionary situation,

And --- if matters could be vorse --= nedther uncerstands .

s
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7 ' e e . ' o . .
Wzr§:§§2t5§hadh?mﬁn*s definition presented for a war betveen tiro in~
BT e o Tons revolutionary Cefeatisn mean the cefest of
> ad L de . wiiC T nan e a iel] arn b"r 't'ﬁ-\' o M : :
CIT TSANS TR DOFSAT O'l' ey ! 1y by the French? Mot
v T - o - - SR RN i PR IO Ei TR Y v oom s Lo
PROLITARIAE" (our emphasis). . 5 "o GOVERM-IT B% Or='s Ol

. ; C e 1 o ' :' n . l A
o St ngﬁéiv 1§f} ‘bombastic phrase about the nroletariat defeat~
ing ite ovm bourgeoisie in in reality a reactionary et j
the cloak of "revolutionary dpfeet*ﬁé“ +he§eu'e'%*§'%oncept. g
| _ - lefeatism". these centrist word-riongers
are clever enough to coneceal the open COOr‘td'social'natriotigﬁ'rs
. ) ST "‘..

Did the ‘.,C')Ef’es h’*?ﬁgf‘y,bear out the Troiskyites onsthis definition?

revolﬁtiéi?ﬁ? 2?%¥'E¥ the Germens that TRANSFORIED the war ‘into a -
VO LA . situation in vhich the Parisi e oy ;

establish the Commne? ‘ Parlsian vOTKErs Were able to

' " . ": 4 . ..:' L ] ‘ N . . : . . . .
b e 14 %g 1%0;, g;dﬂphe Tussian vorkers defeat the Czerist army
'TRANéFO“”WDT%h'eTea°‘9L'?he'RHSSian army by the Japanese army.thét’ :

RANSFORETS e imperialist "rar into civil war. Lt ias the militaty .

‘The seme applies in 1817,
BU. ; T 1 . °~ : . R i - )
b story 1o cgﬁghihgzgtigglgei%.llge the Stzlinists, must revrite .
ory - sult their false theories on this guestion, just as r
do on the Lenin-Kerensky-Kernilov three corneﬁed';zgh%,Jetc“au they-
- _ _ e tetad e : ¢

tions vaiﬁéoiexo%?ﬁﬁggirz si}uatioh ig crested by the bbjeétive-cdndi-:'
ns, although of . se, the party plays ite role iIn velop~
tions, slthough of course, the party playe tis voje tn the Jeveiops
rzﬁgt é(rog%}eg%ogr%lgﬁ%? . +}3ut.. w:.‘bkiou't the subjective factor, without
e T TTOVARY PARTY, the revolutionary situation cenrot be
transformed into a successful revolution, ' o ermot be

T UATSCIAY POSITION OF REVOLUTIONARY DEF3ATIS:

Thig holds tfue in the period of i L o

. () . ¥ - L . -'-—e De;’, - " 1 ] T . :
%ectlve conditions of military nebnnéggsogrémﬁgiig}iSmufirge ?he.obz-»
to createé a revolutionary sit +9ame t Do QeLsals Hhees Y present:
TOR T DIITAT, 'gard h;uuatlon, he supgeculve Taetoy -~ JORK ..

We here reitareate the larwist positi of v o

o ode t rea he Marxist position of revolutiona: '

defeaticm in contrast to the Irotsky position quoted sbove R
. ' . ) : ) J L v ,- A = i) ~a

sefeat of %ggg%gti%gﬁry défea?ism is the policy of ORKI¥G for the

= - oW R el”i -.—-I [ ' \7¢ "’,“ : r\J S PPy . .N.*" ,.'1'- » oLt
e o AR aven 15 Ihis means ke SR My 1)
of the Menemy' ormys fy even 1z this means the momentary "victo
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i,eVen théugh tvio of the three are-in one .category. (the
the bourgeoisie),
- TARIAT aga inst

ence is not sufficient
. ‘of the revolutionistis
.- for the defeat,-is evading the question and opens
“soclal patriotic position, that'since we arentt

h]feat'ﬁhe-government;

~the front and in the rear in the day

‘we are working for the MILITATY DRFTAT of "our" government.

: ;'h.am, C ‘
. quoted pos itlon on tdefeatism',

‘as Kauteky's form of
‘Sudekum, I aas, etc.

the enemy army.

DAGE 16

a THRTZ cornered strugcle
two cemps of

‘Thig is. the Lenin concept of

o It is the TUDSPENDENT LIS OF
ALL sections of the exploiters.

‘Let us repeat these voints and amplify them:

 The pevolutionigts "ORK for the defeat, put their influ-
for them to defeat the povernment, To talk
defeating the-goverhment,-instead of working
the door for -a
ctrong enough to.des
then. there is nothing we can do'. ‘ o

How do we "JORK for defeat? By helping the enemy army? 10,

>ff0r this would be a two cornered fight, and we workers would then be=-
‘come an agent of one of the imperialist camps.
fegt by revolutionary means, DYy

“Je work for the de-
independent vorking class action at
to dey struggles.

St et——

the defeat of the govermment? No,
D ! Proper.
this line even though it leads to the |

Are we only working for

'revolutionarylacﬁion.along

momentary "victory" of the 'enemy", vill lay the base for civil var.
“The . fear of the proletarian revolution -creates the hasig for UILIY:

“of the two opposing
_correct strategy in
~4in the armies.,
- erystallizing force and W
. for workers' power, :

armies at the TOP, Revolutionary-defeetism and’
the civil war will break this unity AT THE
third, working class force will becone the new -
n the workere in uniform +o .the strugsle

The

This is our position, PBut Schachiman, Abern, Rern; Burn-
etc, vho sigmed the Minority document, who. presented the ghove-
open the door for. social patriotism,-
ig different than that of oven reformists, Jjust
social patriotism was aifferent than that of :

even though the form

defeatism does not mean the defeat of OUR aray by -
_ Mo, no, never that. Defertism means the defeat of
ir own bo urpgeoisie (mot govermment, not military defeats) by our
ovn proletarist. -These eclectics have not the slightest concept of
The REAL opposite forces that materially exist; rather. they mecheni-
¢ally invert these in their minds, nose one againgt the other with- .
St understanding their imter-relatlonshipj the result is their
false position, Concretely, they can only say: "Workers, defeat the
bourgeoisie, This blurs the whole issue, for in working for the
defeat of "our own" imperialists, in getting the masses into motion,
military defeats of "our. own'
£:the motion of the masses to the military defeats is ONE PROBLEM
‘aVIng;two,asgects,;andﬁwithout_the‘latter-aspect (defeats) the for-

Oh noy

impossible This relation is not iwo_separate<contrad;ctory;

FARCH OF TiE PROLZ=~

do mot support the bourgeois democrats;

BOTTOM

government are essentisl. "The relation .

S .:;)g;},_x-,,,, e
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| conditions as presented by our Troték?ite'leaéérsm.

-~

e aga;n_refer_qurﬂreaders to the basic material of the
INT@RNATIORA@ COJTACT CCiTISSI0H, end akove ell a re-=reacing of
Lenin on this question, S L :

) Again cealing with the FORIS of defeatism that the Trot-
skyltes.pyesent, in a strugcle betveen the imperialist invaders- and
the colonies, Ve anply defeatlem. ageinsat the imperialists, but we

T . . - . N R iJ.\JI_,-, }
do ¥OT sumport the colonizal hourgecisie. Instead we march separate-

1y and strike together thus presenting an indewendent third pogition..

' Likeyise, in'a maturing social revolutioxd, wheré the fag~
c;sts_téke the 1n;t1at1vg'agei:st the proletariat, and vhere an
aymed-Syruggle develops in the camp of the tdemocratic" and ''reac~
tionary' exploiters, we again apoly defeatism for The fackists, but

s : 2O we agaln avply the strategy
of marching separately and striking together TO/ARD. Tiid PROLETARTAIT
REVOLUTION, : S . . S S _
S __Where the revolutionists work toward a POLITICAL REVOLU-
TION, as'1s t?g case 1n*1he Seviet Union, one does not enply DAILAT- -
IsM, One applies the ‘strategy of defense, but with an INDEPCONDSIT
THIRD POSITION. ' ' D L ST :

' January 31, 1940
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THeNATIONAL QUESTION

S One of the most.commlicated guestions confronting the revo-
.Q.Igtiopary harxists~is;the question of national revoluticn, -Copita-

- lism in its decay stage-no longer plays aprogressive role, as it did
o in its biTth and development, in its struggle to overco:e feudal.

" Qdecentralization, in its fight for the c.eation of the national state
- 4o further develop ond centralize the capitalist mode of production,

L Today ve have the hiatorically unique situation of the exis-

- tence, in the backward orbits of world economy of unfulfilled national

. revolutions which mature vrith every crisis; and at the samé time the

~ existnce of a class, ‘the national bourgeolsie of the oppressed na-
tionalities, whom history hes zlready relegated to the dump heap, a
national capitalist class that can only nlay a RSACTIONAXY role as

- agent of one imperialist country or eroup against snother, '

o Degpite this reactionsry nationel bourgeoisie, however, the
" impact of the decay of capitalism creates REVOLUTIONARY
.- these backward links, and incites the masses o revolt agsinst these
- feudal carryovers, : , - : S ~

: ' The proletariat, as the only progréssive class in the pre-
. sent period mustformulate its line cf march toward soclalism, in
- such a way as to UTIL .WE TO TI'% VIGEST degree this contradiction and
at the same time, to -void the pitfall of becouing a tool of the -
~ ACTIONARY mational buurgeoisie, vho "fight" imperialism (one section
- of the imperialists) as AGENTS of another section of imperizlicm,

THE TECAY OF CAPITALISE AND THE FATIONAL RIVOLULION

.- . Trom the stendpoint of the interests of the working class
- the national question is an AUXILIARY. cquestion, . The interezis of. the
proletariat'on'a,world scale enll for the PROLETARIAN ROVOLJTION. But
as an auxialiary, in those backward economic units where there exists
‘an economic base Gf- the unfulfilled agrarian and democratic tacks of
‘the national revolution, it is.strategically advantageous to win as
QALLIEg on the road to proletarian power the backward opporessed masses.
If this problem is not understocd it will becore a pitfall from two .
'oppogite angles: First there is the danger that the leadership of the
working class ignore the national question and thereby enable wcaction
end counter-revolution to utilize. as allies thege forces against the
orking class, INext there is the opposite error of creating s 'ha-

ional” problem, of supporting a "national" revolution where objective]
where history has passed beyond this stages thereby resul-

conditions, A
ting in becoming a tool to the reactionary national interests of the

THTERNATIOUAL NEYS

‘hand, if we were to call for a national revolution,

try where the national revolution is

CSETHTT A TIT YT e ]
SITUATIONS in Rtions are constantly being conquered

‘these cases have -nothinrg in common with the WATIOWAL QUESTION in the "

Europe is everywhere
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ruling caass in their fight against other exploiters, If we were to
ignore the genuine national question in India we would be doing a
service to British imperialism and doing harm to the opnregsed mil-
1ions of India, as well as to the world proletariat, On the other
n, Tor national and -
social emancipation in Germany be fore Hitler took povrer (or if, for
instance, a victorious France would incorporate Germany into her
vonds) as the Stalinists did, it would be false, Germeny is a coun-
historically fulfilled as much -
as it ever will be, it is a country where the order of the day is the -
PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION, where, contrary to the previous example (India)
we would do a great.service to Fasciem, ‘as the Stalinists revealed :
when  they calledfor national emancipation instead of the social revolu=
tion. . . - . . : o _ o _.‘. - . .
o THE UNITZD STATES.OF.SOVIET-EUROPE

If we consider tﬁé‘natioﬁaipquestion.ffbm thg‘point of .
view of Europe as compared to the majority of the rest of the capita-

1ist world, we must present a different strategy in the solutien of .

the problem then in more backward areas, Africa, Asia, ete, - In Eu-
rope the advanced stage of decay capitalism has intensified all of
the nationalism and hate in worse forms than that of yvesterday, Na-
“dovoded and oppressed, But

backward countries where the rermants of Feudaliem still weigh heavy.
In spite of the feudal carryovers inh Burope it has long ago passed
beyond the stage of the NATIOMAL revolution, The order of the day in
' 'the_PROLETARIAE’revolution..,Where there are.
carryoliers in sections of eastern Turove, Spain, etc., there does not
even exist a base for the national REVOLUTIOM, there exists only a |
phase of the national revolution as a part of the proletarian revolu-
tion. In Zurope the solution of the working class and oopressed L
messes, the solution of markind, is tlie UMITED STATES OF 'SCVIST EUROPE, .
This is not possible on the basis of & series of successful oroletags-
rian revolution that will sweep imperialim (capitaliem) and its wars
from the face of Burope, S '

Such a line of march calls for centralization of Turopean
economy, of'a gigantic step toward the international division.of la-
bor, for production for use, The attemptjto«break up Zurope into. . -
"national® liberated-states is an attempt to turn the wheels of his-
tory backward, o - ' . .

NATIONALISM AVD CLASS: RELATIONS

" The national question in the majority of European countries
ig different from the national question in backviard countries, lore:
precisely the national question in developed capitalist nations op~
pressed bu other capitalist nations (i.,e., Bohemia by Germany) is dif=-

-
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_ TERNATIONAL NEUS cormi
. ferent from the national question in the colonial and semi~colonial . e A114 a te the right of self-determina=
countries, In the colonigl and semi~-colonial countries the national @Pre§3ed»n?t1°nals ai-?;}lig’ tggoiidependencé of the country f%Fm
question reflects the class relations between developing capitalism [ion including separatd The workers of these nations are to bef&?? m
~ and feudal carryovers, vhich are caught in the trap of decay capita< fpe imperialist na;?oni'xers that can be utilized against %PP??lgiigs
 lism.-+ an oppressed mation under finance capitalism, under imper~ | workers, the ot eg t?ét‘ﬁo tife do the workers give up Tiell LLAS
lalism, - The national question in countries that are developed capi- pre won as allies, U time -do they surport ¥heir naticnal bourgessic. -
talist nations, where the mational.revolution was fulfilled to its = JIDZPZNDIICE and at ?O*e:'éven‘ir these backward countries,, cam, only
fullest extent under cepitalism even though it left warped forms, The natlgHQ% b%?gge%é?i ’even'tﬁsuoh,the objective factors oi coum-
‘where the PROLETARIAI! REVOLUTION is the order of the day, is merely  [play a RGACTIONARY = ahible) the urfulfilled agrarian and democratic
© part of the imer-capitalist fight unde> decay capitalism where pro- pleting (as much as'Pa?:toricaTiV progressive sten, Iistory has al-
“ductive forces of the dominant nations must ruthlessly suppress the Jemznds represfnts,aduluqin ‘hat the motor force .of. these "national
_productive forces of. the veaker capitalist nations (national oppres- feady proven time an ?izériatf vhile the national bourgeoisle can
. _ : ) : ] - : nly ne afellis L < & - . K . .
) T It is true that the imperialists also carry through this [|S25-1927, etcs)e - L | -
same pressure againet the backward nations, the colonies and semi- , o 1 the.sorkers of the oppressed nation must stress
- colonies,  But here therée are different economic conditions and rela- S ;.Ab9ve‘§} :éh.*v ry;rq of the oppressor nation. Eut.EOt
tions, Thé national question 'in the backward countries reflect UNFULJtheir soliderity with e'Li pourgeoisie; that would be patriotism
- FILLED AGRARIAN AND DEMOCRATIC DIMAMDS of the WATIONAL REVOLUTION - Jsolidarity with its na?i°§3 oo etion against the class struggle, To
‘(land to the peasants, parliement, suffrsge, etc.,) now caught in the [nd cepitulation. It “%ﬁ netional bourgeoisie) and to strike toget=.
orbit of decay capitalism., The nationhal question in the weak ca ita-,arch_sgparately:(fTO@ lue+gacaf.§e carried out ONLY upon the basis of -
.+ list nations, on the other hand, represent the decay of capitalist - er'aEaEUEP E@eg*mperig'is;ping*classf ¢ R o :
. economy &and vwith it, the DECAYféF BOURGEIOIS DIMIOCRACY as historically Jthe IND;PgﬂDQhCa-of_tne_~° SLHS o , . ' o 1',
. [Qutdateds L | ] 0 fne vorkers of the oppressor ?afionf(églggézgiggiggfggg
~ In the borkward countries the economié and class relations Jeolonial.countries) must.empna%%ge ;gztrﬁgék %br'defeatiSm in ‘their
reveal. a phase of the "hourgeois democratic!" revolution:(national’ and the right of Separailog‘ c;i%nial liberation. ' ’
.»?revolution)'asla step towrrd the proletarian revolution, In the op- Jovm country 1in a struggle =or CO~OH o '
., pressed capitalist nation the economic and class relations revnresent . . maah D T NATIOIS
- g struggle between the right arm of copitaliem (Fasciem, etc,) and. SR TE OPP&“SS”DYCA‘ITALIS} IA.

the PROLETARIAN REVOLUTIQF, with an attempt of the democratic capita-f - . ‘ i taliat nations, where the guestion 18
- lists and their sgents in the workers ranks, the—social reformists, - . In the - oppressed caplﬁgéthgfnihe'na%ional revolutllon, bt
. .to turn the-wheels of history backward, to utilize nationsl “sentiment Jnot 2 national revolution irt?6£ is the- order of the day, such' as
. to gain. or to keep power,  This inevitably results in the democratic. Jvhere the proletarian rev%_u aifferent strategy must be used.
capitalist forces objectively aiding the FASCISTS against the working Jlzechoslovakia, Poland, €TCe.a CLIZEIEE ”

class. Tn ﬁﬁopagaﬁ@a wopk in their respective countries the workers

. . . . O e 3 le-
. N : B o o : : P day action toviard the pro
. . It is just as fatal in these countries vhere the decay carry on different eEPhiizsoigTZEZt}-ii{igg ch vorkers, in order to
© forms brin g cut a "new" nationalism; to advocate a national revolu- Jterian revolution. E? cialepatriotism advocate the right of self-
~tion as it 1s to advocate a return to bourgeois democracy, instead Jburn out any signs O SO coeed mation and the RICHT of separatioi,
of onward to Socialism, Neither is a step toward Socialism, Both arefdetermination of the oppressed the ressed nation, in -oxrder o
steps BACKVARDS, - 1 i At . . ~ B0n the other handlthevﬁgrkeiﬁéig s gggloiters emhasize UMITY vith -
R ' s : o T sgparation themselves LLom wH-—r & % soressed nation. ' :
S - " Upon this economic basis we present the strategical aspectsfthe workers and armed forces of the onI !
of the national question in relation to the PROLTTARIAN RsVOLUTIOIT: : :

~. In the past we mdreiﬁhan oniﬁfgiid aAgoi;ec%igig ggggreé; .
: : : , . . B oo . - <. o ratic revolution. 1 [ or S8 01
'~ IN COLONIAL AND SENI-COLONIAL COUNTRIES . =~ - . s spoke of the bourgeOIiiggggcalready’pointed‘out, he Iormglatlﬁn }Sf

. ' J} nal | the Cormunist Interna today should always be referred to’as the
S ~ In the backward countiies where the national revolution or [Routdated. The %gestlggcaasa thé deday"stage,of.capitallsm." |
a'phase of the national revolution is on the prder of the day toward «Y§ATIONAL revglu 1?n, causeithe d tage of, capLiatie

the proletarian revolution, the revolutionists, in order to win . | | RN S e
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OPPRESSED MINORITIES BUT KOT NATIONAL KMINORITIE
S The International Contact Commission and the United States
“section ha s already issued material presenting the difference betieen
oppressed minorities and national minorities. Mot eyery.oppressed
“minority is a NATIONAL minority, The term national is here used as a.
~political definition meaning a people that has all’'the economlic, poli-
. tical and social attributes to become a national unit and obtalp'states
heosd, Those peoples, who may have racial, national, cultural ties;
but who at the same time lack the economic and political relations
. pecause of the combined development and the DECAY of capitalism cannot
be- ciassified as NATIONAL oppressed groups. (It makes no difference-

if it is a question of a majority or minority in relation to the
“oppressor nation.) ‘ : = : -

s ~ The Jewish people represent such a peculier social develop-
ment., The Negroes of the United States (not Yegroes in some other
‘tommtiies) also represent an oppressed minority but not a NATIONAL'
‘minority. In both cases these peonles are an intergral part of their
pespective countries, economically, politically and socially, - The.
arive here .is for economic, social and political EQUALITY. To gttempt
~to carry through & national revolution with the Wegro in the Unlted
‘States (and similar oppressed groups).is an attempt to trun history
backiard again. . . : . T B

"SELF DETERMINATION AND THE RIGHT OF SELF DETERMINATION
R ~ As Marxists wedo not advocate Beparation in ALL instances .

‘ of oppressed nations or national minorities, on the one hand; -and, on
the other hand, we oppose the concent first advenced by Rosa Luxem-

burg against either separation .or the ricght of senaration. -We are for

the RIGHT of self-determination EVEIT to the noint of STICESSION, Under

- pertain circumstances, where the interests of the proleatariar cen be

" advanced, we are for not only the right but the actual scparaltion,

. Under other conditions (Uersailles Treatly yesterday and i Z=ler today)
we are for the RIGHT but we do mot advocate the actual separa®lil.- :

NATIONAL MINORITIES UNDER THE SOVIETS

S The warping of the JSeviet Union under Stalinism end the .
‘decline -of Transition Economy has again strengthened nationalist senti-
ments in certain areas of Russias The national question today 1S nart
‘of the problem of the political revolution against Stelinism, where .
‘yesterday under Lenin with developing Transition Economy, the question
wWas on the road to being solved as a part of the movement TOWARDS ‘
gsocialism. . - - : ~

. TIn a workers state the proletariat is for the RIGET_o? self-
determination, ,Under Lenin this point appearsd in the constitution
and was strictly adhered to. . The right is advanced'in-ordey_to,con— "
solidate backward peoples behind the Soviet regime, But, since a new.
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mode of production @s‘being introduced, a higher_mode than the'capita-f]
list, a mode vhich is eliminating-all feudal carryovers --=_ because of
this ecqnomxg,fact, the revolutionists at zll times opnose actual
separation of any national minority from the centralized Vorkers

State (even though cultural and other national rights are-réspGCted). 

_ This does not mean, of course, that if a national minority .
asks for separation, the Workers State will refuse it. It merely S
means the vorkers in both the area of the national minority and of the.
rest of th'e Workers State will agitate for unity of their respective.

and ‘Workers Democracy =--

Jnot separate, but use this area as a

Potate,

peoples and against separation, even though they =zre for the RIGHT of |
sglf-determination. IR . ' o ER

o This line of action holds true even under a warped Workers
State, The INTEZRMATIONAL CONTACT. COMIISSION rejects Troteky's posi=- -
tion for separation of the Ukraine from the rest of the Soviet Union, -
today., The revolutionists in the:Ukrnine and £ 11 other national ’
minorities in the Soviet Union must agitate for political revolutlon
_ including the RIGHT of self-determination,
Should they gain control of an area of a national minority they must
base to complete the political .
revolution against Stalinism, o : . ’ . a

S 1~ The support of the national revolution egainst imperial=.
ism in the colonies and semi-colonies (writh complete class independence
at all times and with no support to the REACTIOFARY nationalist bour- :
geoisie) is a disruptive action to help emash the rule of imperialism-
and to utilize the mass revolt of the peonle TO/BRDS the proletarian -
revolution. ‘ ‘ : - AR

o~ The support of the slogan of the "Right of Belf-Determina~
tion" in a large imperialist nation, which has uncder it other advanced:
and oppressed capitalist nationg, aids in the exposure of imnerialism
and in solidifying the masses of the oppressed nation with those of
the oppressor., For,the workers in the onpressed nation, however, to.. =
demand STPARATION would be reactionary, turning the vheels of history
backwards. They must stress the unity of workers in oppressor and op='

pressed country for the proletarian revolution, not for agyAnationalif"
revolution, - - ; - L Y A

3~ Under a Workers State the position of
eliminate the national antagonisms thrt are carried
mic development and its higher mode of nrocduction,

agitate agoinst the nationalist desire to senarate,
for the right of their sepf-determination, I

the irorkers is 1o
over through econo-
Tovrard that end wi
although we are -
‘Zven under a werpisdiorker
under Stalinism, the line is the same but the strategical appl

Jeation of this suxiliary question is different,
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